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I think we (20 of the members) all had an enjoyable and entertaining visit to Blackmore Farm Manore House – Alan 

Dyer the owner was quite “a card”. Also good to see a grade 1 listed building still being lived in and put to productive 

use – which will hopefully safeguard its future. Nice to have an opportunity for some refreshments after too! 

I attach a few pics and some scans from the booklet – bit naughty, but quicker than me regurgitating. Please do not 

share more widely though – thank you. 

Here’s a link to some interesting documents relevant held at Somerset Heritage Centre: https://somerset-

cat.swheritage.org.uk/records/DD/S/WH 

And the listing is found on Historic England’s website – I’d share the link but the site seems to be broken at the 

moment – and the on-line listing is not complete, so if you want all the details then you might need to order a copy – 

google will help you! 

At the end of the tour Alan talked about a plan he had had to rebuild the old water mill that was on the site and part 

of the list originally (it was demolished ultra vires in the 1960s!) – sadly the increase in building costs post pandemic 

has put paid to this ambition. Here is a map showing the location of the mill: 
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Putlog holes – to take putlogs or putlocks to support scaffolding during building. In the Solar as was.

 

Filled in windows to avoid the window tax – generally on the western face to keep out the weather! 



Construction marks on the timbers (III) – joints would be numbered with matching numbers on main joining timbers 

when the framework was constructed off-site and then dis-assembled for re-assembly in situ. 



 

Anglo-saxon font – but not original to Blackmore (from Ibstone I think) 

 

Iron grill through which servants would view the service, and above the now filled-in gallery from where the ladies of 

the family would view the service. 



 

The “butt”-ery – where the butts of beer and cider where kept, rather than the dairy! 





 

Eel spear and songbird racks in the kitchen. 









 


